
and Joseph Merrick, the “Elephant Man”
(who is believed to have suffered from a
rare disorder called Proteus Syndrome).
As one critic told the paper, “We live in a
world now that’s so full of discrimination
that the freak show isn’t behind us.”
Others have defended the exhibit, includ-
ing the curator, a historian at Sheffield
University, who said, “To sanitize history
by pretending that these shows never
existed is to diminish the humanity of
those involved and the unique environ-
ment of acceptance that was created for
them in the fairs. There was an element of
choice involved—as well as the need to
eat—and human curiosity about those
considered ‘freaks’ by their society is a
very powerful force. Think of the Jerry
Springer show today.”

Marshalling many historical examples,
Dreger argues, counterintuitively, that pre-
vious eras were actually more accepting of

physical differences such as conjoinment
than our own, and therein lies a lesson.
Although, as the opening credits of the
movie Freaks remind us, “the love of beau-
ty is a deep-seated urge which dates back
to the beginning of civilization,” it is also
an urge that can lead to harmful extremes.
Dreger concludes her book by arguing that
“in the United States, the values of individ-
ualism, self-improvement, free enterprise,
and high-tech medicine have combined in
the past few decades to create a culture in
which one is able—indeed, even expect-
ed—to employ medical technologies to
alter one’s anatomy and make it more
socially advantageous.” But as the history
of conjoined twins makes clear, the attempt
to eliminate every perceived imperfection
can have unintended consequences for
society as a whole, particularly when that
impulse leads to a winnowing of who we
will accept as “one of us.”
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‘The Course We Must Maintain’
Vice President Cheney on Proliferation and Cooperation

In comments at Fudan University in
Shanghai, China, on April 15, 2004, Vice
President Dick Cheney spoke on the problem of
weapons proliferation and the value of Sino-
American cooperation.

The peace and stability that all civilized
nations seek are under threat, as new and
grave dangers continue to gather. In
nations around the globe, terror networks
have plotted against civilized people, and
have grown bolder in their destructive
ambitions. And in this age of rapid techno-
logical advance, we face the prospect that
deadly weapons might fall into the hands
of terrorists. The ultimate threat is that
these problems—terrorism and prolifera-
tion—may one day come together in a sud-

den, catastrophic attack by terrorists
armed with chemical, biological, or nuclear
weapons.…

China is … accepting its responsibilities
to join in stopping the spread of weapons
of mass destruction. The peoples of Asia
are particularly vulnerable to the dangers
of proliferation. Many countries that have
the means to develop the deadliest
weapons have refrained from doing so. Yet
if governments perceive unchecked prolif-
eration in the region, they might feel com-
pelled to choose a very different course.
And that could only heighten the dangers
to this region and the likelihood that one
day those terrible weapons would be used.

The dangers of proliferation have not
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always been fully appreciated. In the past,
the technologies that permit the develop-
ment of sophisticated weapons and deliv-
ery systems were sometimes exported
without much thought to the long-term
consequences. The United States was
therefore very pleased to see China declare
new restrictions on the movement of those
technologies. It is now essential that those
restrictions be vigorously enforced.

President Bush and the American people
are also greatly encouraged by the Chinese
government’s decision to take a leading
role in the efforts of the international com-
munity to persuade North Korea to com-
pletely, verifiably, and irreversibly disman-

tle its nuclear programs. We must see this
undertaking through to its conclusion.
Because of the Pyongyang regime’s past
history of irresponsibility and deceit, the
removal of all of its nuclear capabilities is
absolutely essential to the peace and stabil-
ity of Northeast Asia, and the world.

Controlling the spread of terrible
weapons is one of the most urgent priori-
ties of our new century. We have no alter-
native but to act with all the diligence, and
more, of the rogue states and terrorists
who wish to acquire such weapons for the
threat they pose to innocent people. That
is the course we are on—and the course we
must maintain far into the future.
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The problem of spam has grown much
worse in recent months. In mid-2003,

about half of all e-mail was estimated to be
spam; by April 2004, the spam estimate
was over 80 percent. That increase, cou-
pled with trends in the transmission of
computer viruses, has made spam vastly
more destructive and costly.

A recent report from the Pacific
Research Institute suggests that spam
might be beaten by following “the simple
rules of the marketplace to fix what seems
now to be an unmanageable problem.” One
proposal described in the report involves e-
stamps—short data strings that represent
a monetary compensation for the burden of
receiving messages. Each e-stamp would
cost perhaps just a penny—a negligible
amount for normal e-mailers, but an impos-
sible sum for spammers who need to send
out millions of messages to turn a profit.
There are other technical solutions in the
works, too, leading Microsoft founder Bill

Gates to predict in March that spam “will
get off the top-five list” of Internet prob-
lems “within the next two years.”

In April, America Online raffled off a
Porsche it won in a court battle against a
professional spammer. As one company
executive put it, “AOL has always placed
our members in the driver’s seat when it
comes to spam fighting and now we are
going to put one of our members in the
driver’s seat of a spammer’s sports car.”

~

The march of progress: In February, a
team of American and Russian

nuclear scientists announced the discov-
ery—or creation, to put it more precise-
ly—of two new elements. The scientists
produced, for about a second, a few atoms
of the unnamed elements (numbers 113
and 115 on the periodic table).

In March, researchers announced that
two more human chromosomes have been
mapped, bringing to nine the number of
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