loopholes that might tempt plagiarists.
Microsoft has hit upon one such novel solution, embedding an electronic signature in its
digital reference works. As the Houston
Chronicle reported in July, “if students try to
copy and paste a section of Encarta Reference
Library 2004 into their essay and use it as
their own work, they’ll find every passage
automatically includes ‘1993-2003 Microsoft
Corporation. All rights reserved.’ Although
it’s easily deletable, it’s a nice guilty-conscience approach to curb growing plagiarism
occurrences.”
And of course it was technology itself
that tripped up Blair: While perusing the
online version of the Times, a San Antonio
Express-News reporter noticed striking
similarities between Blair’s work and one
of her own published pieces, precipitating a
larger investigation of his reporting.
Then again, some blame certainly lies at
the feet of the profession embarrassed by
the misdeeds of people such as Blair and
Glass; editors at prominent publications
seem all too eager to give known offenders
a second chance. In an ironic bookend to a

tawdry tale, the New York Post reported in
July that Blair will write a review of
Shattered Glass, a movie based on Stephen
Glass’s tainted tenure at The New Republic
for Esquire, and that Jane magazine has
also hired Blair to pen a piece about workplace stress, of all things. Glass himself
recently published The Fabulist, a thinlyfictionalized account of his experiences at
The New Republic, and Rolling Stone
announced that it had hired him to write
about marijuana laws in Canada.
But of course, the fact that modern communications technologies made the lies of
Blair and other fabricators possible is no
reason to regret or to limit their use. New
tools have vastly improved the craft of
reporting and the quality and quantity of
news and knowledge at our disposal.
Plagiarism and deceit in journalism did
not begin with the Internet, and will not
be stopped by any new technology. The
best solution to the problem is to blame
the sinner for his sin, and not the technology that made it easier.

‘Something History Will Not Forgive’
Excerpts from Tony Blair’s Speech to Congress, July 18, 2003

O

n Weapons of Mass Destruction:
The risk is that terrorism and
states developing weapons of
mass destruction come together. And
when people say, “That risk is fanciful,” I
say we know the Taliban supported alQaeda. We know Iraq under Saddam gave
haven to and supported terrorists. We
know there are states in the Middle East
now actively funding and helping people,
who regard it as God’s will in the act of
suicide to take as many innocent lives with
them on their way to God’s judgment.

Some of these states are desperately trying to acquire nuclear weapons. We know
that companies and individuals with expertise sell it to the highest bidder, and we know
that at least one state, North Korea, lets its
people starve while spending billions of dollars on developing nuclear weapons and
exporting the technology abroad.
This isn’t fantasy, it is 21st-century reality, and it confronts us now. Can we be sure
that terrorism and weapons of mass
destruction will join together? Let us say
one thing: If we are wrong, we will have
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destroyed a threat that at its least is
responsible for inhuman carnage and suffering. That is something I am confident
history will forgive.
But if our critics are wrong, if we are
right, as I believe with every fiber of
instinct and conviction I have that we are,
and we do not act, then we will have hesitated in the face of this menace when we
should have given leadership. That is
something history will not forgive.
But precisely because the threat is new, it
isn’t obvious. It turns upside-down our concepts of how we should act and when, and
it crosses the frontiers of many nations. So
just as it redefines our notions of security,
so it must refine our notions of diplomacy.
On the Environment: Ever since the
world started to open up, it has prospered.

And that prosperity has to be environmentally sustainable, too. You know, I remember at one of our earliest international
meetings, a European prime minister
telling President Bush that the solution
was quite simple: just double the tax on
American gasoline. Your president gave
him a most eloquent look…
But frankly, we need to go beyond even
Kyoto, and science and technology is the
way. Climate change, deforestation, the
voracious drain on natural resources cannot be ignored. Unchecked, these forces
will hinder the economic development of
the most vulnerable nations first and ultimately all nations. So we must show the
world that we are willing to step up to
these challenges around the world and in
our own backyards.

Notes & Briefs
Cloned Mules, Forgetful Mice, Camera Phones, etc.

T

he world’s first cloned mule was born
on May 4, 2003. A team of
researchers from the University of Idaho
and Utah State University began their
work in 1998, but only made significant
progress after discovering in 2001 the
importance of adjusting the calcium level
in the fluid surrounding the eggs. The
mule, named Idaho Gem, is the first equine
to be successfully cloned—following other
mammals such as sheep, pigs, goats, cows,
mice, and a cat. Researchers are optimistic
that this breakthrough will lead to the
cloning of horses. Maybe Funny Cide’s
clone will get a shot at the Triple Crown.

~

I

n July, Iran confirmed that it had successfully tested a midrange missile
capable of hitting Israel, as well as
American forces stationed in the Middle

East. The U.S. Department of State
believes that the Shahab-3 missile was
designed, financed, and constructed with
help from China and North Korea.

~

A

surprisingly high number of parents
medicate their children in order to get
them to go to sleep. A survey of 671 doctors published in the journal Pediatrics in
May 2003 showed that more than half prescribed sleep medications for children.
About three quarters of the pediatricians
surveyed suggested that parents medicate
children with nonprescription drugs—
often recommending antihistamines, like
Benadryl, which induce drowsiness. There
are presently no medications intended
specifically to alleviate insomnia in children, nor are there clinical guidelines for
prescribing medicine to kids with difficulty
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